RUSSO-JAPANESE CONFERENCE                409

their cordial thanks for the sincere and useful advice which
the President, having regard to the sentiment in America
and other countries, has been good enough, at this juncture,
to tender them. The Imperial Government will have no
hesitation in acting on the advice, and they will accordingly,
in the matter of the amount of compensation, consent to
make still further concessions."

The promised " concessions" did not apparently reach
the Japanese envoys on August 27,1905, or if received were
not satisfactory to the Eussians, for on that day the Jap-
anese envoys abandoned all hope of peace. Baron Kaneko
forwarded to the President from New York a telegram that
he had received from Baron Komura, one of the envoys,
which, wrote Kaneko, caused him to "fear from its tone
that the last day has come." The telegram read:

*' At the sitting this afternoon a confidential talk with the
Eussian plenipotentiaries has been held at which M. Witte
expressed that there was absolutely no hope for him to ob-
tain the consent of the Eussian Government to concede to
the last Japanese compromise. In reference to this he
mentioned that even in regard to the matters concerning
Manchuria which have already been agreed upon at nego-
tiations, the military party in Eussia considers that Eussia
has gone much beyond the limit, which fact leaves no rooxo.
for them to seriously consider the questions of compensa-
tion and cession of Saghalien, and their feeling is bitter
against any further concession. In the face of these facts
M. "Witte regarded that any further attempt, on his part,
to a successful conclusion of the conference was absolutely
beyond his power. Whereupon, after agreeing to have a
final meeting on next Monday afternoon, the meeting was
adjourned.

'' Such being the case, I consider that the last hope for
peace is gone. Therefore I request that you will kindly
inform the President to that effect at once. Tour tele-
gram concerning your interview with the President and his
advice has already been cabled to the Tokio Government."